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(54) MULTI-VIEW-POINT PICTURE ENCODER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide view point 
number scalability while keeping high encoding efficiency 
by limiting a reference screen to the same view point 
picture in the encoding of a reference view point picture 
and limiting the reference screen to the same view point 
picture and an adjacent view point picture in the picture 
encoding of a view point other than a reference view 
point. 

SOLUTION: At the time of encoding the picture of the 
reference view point V2 t only motion compensation is 
performed and the pictures of the other view points are 
not referred to. On the other hand, at the time of 
encoding the view point V1 on a left side, an already 
encoded screen at the view point V1 or V2 is turned to 
the reference screen and the encoding is performed. It is 
similar for the view point V3 on a right side as well. In 
such a manner, by using only the picture strings of the 
view points V1 and V2 or the view points V2 and V3, 
reproduction for only the two view points can be 

performed. That is, no matter which of 1, 2 and 3 the view point number of the pictures to be 
reproduced is, by using the picture strings for the same number as the view point number, the 
reproduction is made possible and the view point number scalability is realized. 
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